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Hassan II Mosque 

Taken: November 30th, 2018 

By: Adriana Witthoeft 

Important Details:  The Intricate Designs 

As our journey began, we were 
immediately immersed in the 
Moroccan culture and history.  
Through the structure of the “novella” 
titled Year of the Elephant, we noted 
that history is an important aspect of 
one’s being.  That being said, it is 
evident that history is presented 
throughout all of Morocco.  There is 
history in the culture, religion, and 
values.  It is also evident in the 
physical aspects like architecture, 
design, and crafts.  Within every 
picture of this visual presentation lies a 
history that has shaped what we know 
as Morocco today.  However, as the 
world is constantly evolving, so are 
Moroccans’ traditions and values.   

The picture to the left was taken 
inside the Hassan II Mosque.  One 
important aspect of the Moroccan 
culture is how they use design and 
craftsmanship to show how important 
tradition and values are.  
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Hassan II Mosque: Women’s Section for Prayer 

Taken: November 30th, 2018 

By: Adriana Witthoeft 

Important Details: The Elevated Section 

One important aspect of Morocco’s historical context is how religion 
plays an important role in shaping values and traditions.  In the picture 
above is an isolated area for women to pray within the Hassan II Mosque.  
Through our visits to several mosques and staying with our host families, 
it is evident that aspects of the Moroccan culture and values reflect 
religious values.  In Morocco, women and men tend to follow traditional 
gender roles.  Women tend to be the homemakers and men tend to be the 
breadwinners.  Throughout our journey, I learned that while traditional 
values are upheld, they are also being challenged in some ways.
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Food Prepared By Madam Samira 

Taken: Over the course of the trip 

By: Adriana Witthoeft 

Important Details: the delicious food 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The Traditional Couscous Plate 

Taken: December 7th, 2018  By: Adriana Witthoeft 

The food pictured above was prepared by our host mother, Samira.  
Madam Samira was another important reminder that history is rich in 
Morocco.  She spent day and night preparing meals, cleaning, and tending to 
everyone’s needs.  Her youngest son spends his days working at a Samsung 
shop to provide for his mother and himself.  It was clear that these were roles 
that are traditional in Moroccan culture — similar to traditional gender roles 
around the world.  The food itself also served as a reminder of how important 
history is in the culture.  Each and every meal was prepared fresh daily and we 
learned that the recipes have been handed down for generations.  We ate 
traditional meals like Couscous on Friday’s and special occasions.
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In the pictures above, we see the traditional gender roles in a different light.  Here we 
see that they are represented in crafts.  We visited many schools of trade and workshops, and 
women were mainly presented in painting and sewing.  The women pictured above are 
painting pottery that is already made.  Traditionally, men create the pottery.  If women 
wanted to create pottery, they were only allowed to do so using the coil method (this was 
more common in the past).  We were also fortunate to see women weaving a rug with their 
own hands.  We also see men creating crafts in a traditional fashion.

Trade School in Fes: Craftspeople 

Taken: December 7th, 2019 

By: Adriana Witthoeft 

Important Details: The Women 
Painting
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Tannery & Wood Workshop 

Taken: December 1st & December 7th 

By: Adriana Witthoeft 

Important Details: Men Creating Traditional Crafts 

Here is yet another example of tradition being upheld in present day 
Morocco.  Our visit to the tannery was educational because we learned that 
men worked in the tannery and when the job became too difficult, their sons 
would likely take over.  This was common in workshops throughout Fes.  
Usually, jobs were generational; professions were passed down from father 
to son.  We saw this when we visited the workshop where they weaved 
scarves, bags, and other clothing items.  The wood workshop was another 
example of a son taking over his father’s profession.  It is evident so far that 
values and traditions have been upheld through generations in Morocco.
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Le verre de ma vie, 1991  Sans titre, 1985 

Mustapha Boujemaaoui  Adballa El Hariri 

   

Although there are many traditional values and roles still being upheld in Morocco, 
there are many changes happening.  People are taking their history and using it in a way 
that challenges what was once traditional.  In the painting to the left, there is a vibrant 
colored wall with a traditional teacup being held above everything else.  When I first saw 
this painting, I immediately thought about the artists we learned about in the same 
museum.  Artists were constantly torn between sticking to tradition or being forced to 
learn how to paint like the French.  On the right, the painting represents a traditional 
style of art, in this case Calligraphy, and morphs it with a more contemporary style.  This 
very much represents what is going on in Morocco today.  There has been a recent 
reclaiming of Moroccan identity as the pressure of modernization continues to push on.
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Arabic Studies Book    Wafa and Me 

Taken: December 4th, 2018   Taken: December 8th, 2019 

By: Adriana Witthoeft    By: Kelly Romero 

As we discussed traditional gender roles and expectations for men and 
women in our lectures, it was very clear that there were many roles and values 
that were still being upheld.  However, we also had examples of people who 
were challenging those traditional roles.  Madam Samira, my host mother, is 
widowed and has depended on her son for the past couple of years.  She has 
taken matters into her own hands and has opened her home for students like 
us.  She has also started to teach herself classical Arabic.  She reminded me of 
characters in Fatima Mernissi’s autobiography Dreams of Trespass.  Like 
Fatima herself, she has decided to push further than the boundaries already 
set for her.  For centuries, boundaries have been set in the homes of Morocco 
that follow tradition.  As countries are becoming more modernized, there is a 
push to ditch tradition and assimilate to the rest of the world.  Madam Samira 
has shown me that a person can uphold tradition while becoming more 
modernized.
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Pictures of Madam Samira’s home in the suburbs 

Taken: December 9th, 2018 

By: Adriana Witthoeft 

To continue, Madam Samira has worked hard enough to be able to afford 
property on her own since her husband has passed away.  We learned that back 
then, women were not allowed to own property.  We also read about what a 
woman goes through when she is on her own in the Year of the Elephant.  
Another example of someone who pushes the boundaries is one of our lecturers, 
Wafa.  Wafa owns several properties, fights for women’s rights and other issues, 
and encourages others to educate themselves and keep an open mind.  Wafa and 
Samira are two independent women who continue to push boundaries while 
keeping traditions alive.
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Paintings by Students in the Private University of Fes 

Taken: December 3th, 2018     By: Adriana Witthoeft 

During our goodbye party, all of us were able to witness a traditional 
Moroccan party.  There we were able to listen to Moroccan music, eat 
Moroccan pastries, drink traditional Mint tea, and learn traditional dance 
moves.  We were reminded that tradition is still very important to the 
Moroccan culture.  In the paintings above, women are represented in a less 
traditional way.  Here women are dressed in their traditional clothing but in 
a more modern way.  Women here are also depicted as powerful.  This 
would not have been the case in the past.  Also, they are the center of 
attention.  These paintings serve as another reminder of the traditional and 
the modern coming together to establish the Moroccan identity.
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Renovations in the Medina and 
Fonduks 

Taken: December 8th, 2018 

By: Adriana Witthoeft

Here are two pictures that show how tradition continues to play an 
important role in the Moroccan culture.  Renovations have been made 
and continue to be made throughout the entire Medina in order to keep 
up with modern needs.  However, throughout our tours it was evident 
that traditional carvings were being preserved.  We also learned that in 
Morocco things do not go to waste.  Here in America, when things 
become to old or out of date we throw it away.  However, Moroccans 
have found a way to preserve history and tradition in a way that still 
establishes their identity.  
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This last picture was taken at the private University, UEMF.  This is 
the final example of the contemporary and the tradition coming together 
to establish the Moroccan identity.  We learned through the documentary 
and through our lecture with Dr. Rddad that the Moroccan identity has 
been influenced for centuries by outside pressures.  With the Amazigh 
people being practically forced to become part of the Moroccan country 
and the French taking over Morocco, the Moroccan identity has been 
influenced for centuries.  Now with modernization taking over the world, 
countries like Morocco fight to establish an identity that both preserves 
tradition and keeps up with modern times.


